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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Rt Hon Priti Patel MP 
Secretary of State for the Home Department 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

es.committee@parliament.scot 

 21st August 2019 
Dear Ms Patel, 

I am writing on behalf of the Scottish Parliament Education and Skills Committee to 
raise concerns about the impact of the proposed European Temporary Leave to 
Remain policy on Scottish universities. In its original form the proposal provides a 
disincentive for EU students to apply to four-year courses in the UK. In addition to the 
impact on individual students already studying in Scotland this policy would place 
higher education institutions in Scotland at a competitive disadvantage in attracting 
new EU students.  

The Scottish Parliament has expressed its opposition to a no deal Brexit and 
appreciates this proposal could only come into force under no deal. Given the definite 
need to prepare for this eventuality however, the Committee wishes to highlight the 
following key concerns as voiced to it by Universities Scotland: 

• The proposed European Temporary Leave to Remain (ETLtR) will have very
significant consequences for Scottish higher education institutions. The three-year
time limit is likely to affect every EU student studying in Scotland and would be a
significant deterrent to applications from students of EU domicile:

• Undergraduate courses in Scotland are typically a minimum of four years but the
ETLtR only lasts for three years. This means EU students who apply for ETLtR will
NOT be covered for the final year of their course.

• 96.4% of all EU students on undergraduate courses in Scotland’s universities
expect their length of study to be greater than three years. This compares with only
35.1% of EU students at English universities. It’s clear that the three year limit of
the ETLtR will disproportionately affect EU students at Scottish institutions – three
times as many students at universities in Scotland are on courses which last longer
than three years compared to England.
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• To complete their studies, EU students will have to apply for a Tier 4 (General) 
student visa (under the current immigration system) midway through their course. It 
costs £475 to apply from inside the UK and is a lengthy and burdensome process 
which involves an online application, attending an appointment with the Home 
Office and an eight week wait for a decision. Students will have to navigate the 
complex visa system right at a time when they will rightly be focusing on their 
studies and preparing for their final year. 

• The ETLtR proposal will negatively impact on Scottish institutions’ ability to recruit 
students from EU countries. Prospective EU students will be considering where to 
study in the UK in the knowledge that the length of the ETLtR will not cover the 
duration of a typical undergraduate degree at a Scottish university. It will actively 
discourage them from applying to study in Scotland and they’ll instead look to 
England or Wales. 

• This is a policy from a UK Government, but it does not work for all parts of the UK. 
  

These concerns were highlighted to the UK Government on the announcement of the 
proposal some months ago and I understand that you are yet to respond to a further 
letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Constitutional Relations dated 12 July 2019. 

 
I appreciate that you are new in post and therefore can give fresh consideration to this 
policy proposal. The Committee seeks your perspective on the disproportionate 
negative impact that this policy would have on Scottish higher education institutions 
and the scope to change policy direction. 

  
Should the UK Government persevere with this policy, the Committee requests a full 
update on the work that has been undertaken since this proposal was first published 
to ensure the concerns set out above are factored into the final form of the policy. 

  
Should ETLtR ever require to be implemented, it is the Committee’s view that it must 
be done in a way that reflects the distinct and valuable university systems across all 
parts of the UK and ensures UK policy does not place Scotland at a disadvantage. 

  
A response as soon as is practicable would be very much appreciated and the 
Committee would also appreciate a copy of your response to the Cabinet Secretary 
as it issues. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


